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Pfc. Vanessa Botello, amilitary policeman in the 209th MP Co. (TF 504th) helpsa UN Civilian Police officer searchacar trunk. Thecar had been

stopped during a patrol of Kamenica for curfew violation.

TF 504th MP senforce stricter curfew, strengthen
presencein Kosovska Kamenciaafter tensionsrise

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

KOSOVSKA
KAMENICA, Kosovo— Like
he' ddoneevery morningfor
years, DragolubMarkovic, one
of thefew Serbgrocersinthis
normally tranquil, ethnically
mixed town, started to openhis
shopfor theday on Jan. 6. As
hewent about hisrounds,
something insidethe store
exploded.

Theexplosionmortally
wounded him. What’ sunder

investigationishowtheexplosive

got there.

Almostimmediately KFOR

Military Police, UN Civilian
Police, and Kosovo Police
Serviceofficersrespondedand
saw amortally wounded
Markovic, hiswifeandmother
pleading for someonetohelp
him asthe scenewas secured
fromagrowing crowd outside.
Insidethestore, Markovic
layinapuddleof blood, witha
large abdominal wound and

most of hisleftarmmissing
below theelbow. A local doctor
pronounced him dead at 8:55

Hisdeathistheculmination
of atwo-week period of vio-
lencethat startedjustbefore

OnNew YearsEve, an
dtercationoccurredbetween
several Serbianand Albanian
youths. Two K-Serbteenagers
werecharged. Onereceiveda
60-day sentence; the other
received al5-day sentence. The
othertwofledtheprovince.

A few dayslater two
familiesweredrivingthrough
predominantly another part of
town. Pipes, andbottleswere
thrownatthevehicles,inthe
sametimeframe, two explosive
devicesweredetonated.

Thenonmarket day, five
juvenilesattackedthreepatrons
attheweekly market. One
individual washit onthehead
with adoorknob. Hewasater
treated and released from alocal

Tocurbtheescalating
level of violence, the Com-
mander of the 13th Tactical
Group, Col. Sergey Ziora
imposedastricter curfew from
6p.m.to5am. Theold
curfew ranfrom9p.m.to5
am.

Anadditional platoon
fromthe209th Military Police
Company (TF504th MP) was
deployedtotheKamenica
Sub-Station, the KFOR-run
substationintheCivPol and
KPSstation, to help enforce
thisnew curfew.

The 1st Platoon, 66thM P
Company (TF504th MP), and
their civiliancounterpartsinthe
KPSand CivPol arepatrolling
day and nightin an attempt to
stoptheviolence.

OnJan. 8, ajoint patrol
fromthe209thMPs, the
CivilianPolice, andK osovo
PoliceServiceheaded out for
apatrol throughthetown.

Itturned outtobebusier
than Sgt. David Raynesand his
team of MPsexpected. They

had two curfew violatorsand
escorted asick mantohis
doctor.

Duringtheir patrol a
CivPol vehiclespotted acar
violaingthecurfew.

Itturnedouttheman
drivingsomeof hissister's
family homewasn't from
Kamenicaanddidn’tknow
about thecurfew.

Afterfillingout paperwork
toverify heownedthecar, had
insurance, andfollowingthe
mantothesister’ sresidence,
theMPssaw amanwalking
home.

When questioned, the
elderly manfeigned any knowl-
edgeof thecurfew. Helived
only ablock away and wassent
onhisway home.

“Think aboutit,” Spc.
James Garner said asthepatrol
droveoff.“If youwereout past
curfewwouldn’tyou say you
didn’ tknow abouitit?’

(Please see KOSOVSKA
KAMENCIA, page 15)

Visit uson lineat http://www.tffalcon.hqusar eur .ar my.mil
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S tuatl onal awareness: all catsare black at night

Situation Awareness
requires the human operator to
quickly detect, integrate and
interpret data gathered from the
environment. Inmany real-world
conditions it is PERCEPTION
VERSUS REALITY. This
dlows us to answer the most
relevant question. WHY ? WHY
did this event occur? WHY
didn't | anticipate this event?
WHY did | respond in this
fashion? WHY did | think this
would work? WHY didn't it
work? WHY did the person respond that way? WHY didn't |
see this coming?

In REALITY the most important question is WHY ?
Because onceyou determinethe WHY , then you can truly
address what the issue is, what the problem is, what the friction
point is, and then your EXPECTATIONS and VIEW OF THE
SITUATION can help determine how you can avoid it, control
it, fight through it or sustain it in the future. Situationdl aware-
ness has different perspectives caused by your View of the
Situation, Incoming Information and Expectations of how
people respond to the question of WHY .

What isyour Situational Awareness about my comments
in the Felcon Fier?

‘WHY do we have acommander’s column? WHY
should | reed the commander’s comments in the Falcon Hier?
There are severa reasons WHY . It will give you an expanded
VIEW of the Situation and of what | am thinking. Incoming
Information, asthe staff and | know it. It may even answer
your questions of WHY | have certain Expectations and
Biases. With thisinmind, Y our View of the Situation might be
oneof “it reads asif someone' stelling astory.” Itisjust that
discussion, a conversation that | have with our family in Task
Force Falcon. | sit down with Sgt. (Jami€) Brown, and a tape
recorder in my office, and heand | talk about the topic | want
to discuss. The issues and concerns, and what our family
should receivein this column. Soin retrospect, thisgivesyou
Situational Awareness. These are my persona comments, my

personal conversation with our family. It'simportant thet you
understand what | think, and what concerns me. It ismy View
of the Situation, dong with Incoming Information, and my
Expectations. Thisarticleis not something that is prepared by
oneof my gaff. Itiswhat | amthinking, and what | believeis
the current Situation we are all in.

|f something doesn't look or fed right, then it probably
isn'tright! So asanindividud, our Stuationa awareness, you
can look & it on two levels You can look & it on the tacticel
level, and onanemotional level.

Just as the person who walks into aroom a night, and
does not turn on the light. Y ou attempt to use your sensesto
gan Situationd Awareness of what is inside the room, and who
might beinside the room, and once you have Situational
Awareness now you can safely move in that room without the
benefit of thelights. Thereisarelationship to theeventsintime,
the people and the locations around you.

Aswe move up from an individual statusto being a
member of ateam, we look at Situational Awareness from a
different perspective. A clear exampleisthe presence patrol. It
isateam on the streets of acity with the responsibility of
maintaining security and stability. Asthat patrol preparesto
move out, their Situational Awarenessis heightened because
they know theterrain, the town and the people. They are able,
a aglance, to understand what normal looks like, and when
things are out of place. And their intincts take over, because of
the depth and maturity of their Situational Awareness. It's only
through Situational Awarenessthat they are ableto distinguish
between what is normal and what is not. So thet ingtinctively
they know: “If something does’t ook or fedl right, then it
probably isn't right!”

Itisonly Situationa Awareness that alows that squad, on
patrol, to be prepared to protect the people of Kosovo, their
fellow soldiers, to anticipate, and to be able to respond, and
diffuse thefriction. So the squed, fire-team or individua's have
this 360-degree Situational Awareness around them at all times,
and they understand how they move as squad, how they
participate and contribute as a part of ateam, and how they
protect each other. And only through Situational Awareness do
you know what looks right and what looks wrong, and then you
can formulate aplan on how to respond.

Now we bring the Situationd Awareness to the level of
the leader. As| have said before; leadership is not defined by
any certain rank, duty position or by acertain age. We areadl
leaders. We dl have aresponsibility for our own actions, and
we are responsible for the actions of our extended family
members. Every day thereis someonewho looksto one of us
to seewhat theright thing to do is. That is the example of
leedership. As aleader, you should look at situationa aware-
ness, at different levels. It may be a the tactical level, but
probably moreimportantly it’' sat theemotional level.

The situational awareness of the leader is now force
structure, civilian contractors support, reach back, systems
development, current intel situations dispersed in the members
of histeam. He understands them, their capabilities, their
strengths, their weaknesses, their level of experience, and their
emotional levels. He creates a situation so that they can be
successful. He understands them, the human dynamics, and
that hisroleisto provide the resources to create the environ-
ment whereall the members of histeam can be successful.
Everybody wantsto be successful, and nobody wantsto fail.

L eadership situationa awarenessis ‘how do | create an
environment so that each one of these individuals as part of this
team can therefore be successful?

The importance of Situationd Awareness: Yes dl cas
are black a night, dl rooms are dark without the lights on, and it
isour responsibility to be aware of our surroundings, to be
aware of oursalves, to be aware for our fellow soldiers, so that
we shed some light into those darkened rooms, to distinguish
between black, gray and white cats, even at night, even when
thereis no visible light. Everyone should bein tune with our
surroundings. Officers, NCOs and each of us should be in tune
with each and every one of our soldiers.

‘We have lived up to our responsibility to be leaders and
to be members of asuccessful team effort. So do not allow a
day to go by that you have smply survived, that you have
simply been on the Ranger patrol of life, putting onefootin
front of the other, that you weren't paying atention to what
was going on around you. And worse yet, that you weren't
paying atention to what was going on inside of you. Be
Situationd Aware & dl times. Climb to Glory ... To the Top

TFF Command Ser geant Maj or

What now? We have
just finished the first quar-
ter of our mission here,
made some adjustmentsin
the way we do business,
¥ and have settled down into
a battle rhythm. | want to
'l remind you not to forget
4 why we are here, and who
we represent. Stay focused
on the commander’s intent
in providing a safe and
secure environment for the
people of Kosovo, so that

Command Sgt. Maj.
Ted Walker

one day they will be able to do for themselves and
live in peace with one another.

How? I'm glad you asked. By having detailed
plans for every mission or task assigned from
team operations up to the Task Force level. Re-
member the KISS formula (keep it simple), and
don’t rush to failure. Communicate often, up,
down, laterally, in all directions.

Do the hard-right over the easy-wrong.
Discipline yourself, and your subordinates in
carrying out the intent and spirit of orders and
regulatory guidance.

Keep up the teamwork and cooperation.
Continue more we and less |. We will accomplish

Keep it simple, keep up the teamwork, and keep it safe

more this way in making things better for all.

Safety should always be in mind. Always
conduct a risk assessment and hazard reduction in
all that is done from walking around camp to going
downrange. Check, recheck, double check and
spot check.

Remain physically, spiritually and ethically fit.
Finally, never forget that you are ambassador on
point for the United States of America.

Remain true to the pledge you made to honor
and maintain the highest military standards of
professionalism.
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Spc. Valarie Arambulo,
Personnel Service Specialist
10th SSB

(Camp Bondsteel)

“My New Year's resolution is to work
on getting my college degree. Both
while deployed and when | return to
Fort Drum.”

Specia Agent John Rusyn,
515th CID Det.
(Camp Monteith)

“To lose some weight, because I'm going
back to the real world in only three
months.”

Pfc. Monica LeCompte,
ER Combat Medic
TEMF V

(Camp Bondsteel)

“| want to be more professional in the
work place.”

— Compiled by TFF Falcon Flier Staff

Sol di er on the Street

What isyour New Y ear’ sresolution?

Sgt. Habill Saboor,
ADADO NCoOIC
A Battery, 3rd Battalion, 62nd ADA
(Camp Bondsteel)

“|1 want to become more physically fit
and excel in my military career.”

Staff Sgt. Riggs Peoples,
Fire Support NCO

B Co., 1st Bn., 30th Inf. Reg.
(Camp Monteith)

“To quit smoking. I've aready cut
down. | only smoked two yesterday.

Spc. Eric Santiago,
SGS Driver

10th Mountain Division
(Camp Bondsteel)

“My New Year's resolution is to be more
open minded to other people’s views and
opinions”

Resolutely resolving resolutions

by Sgt. JamieBrown
Senior Editor

“Itsureiscrowdedinhere.” That wasthefirst
thought that entered my mind asweenteredthepacked
gymtheother night. Thenapossibleanswer astowhy the
gymwascrowded poppedinmy head, “It' saNew
Yea”

I' veseen thisphenomenon before. Thegym back
homegetsunusually crowded shortly after Jan. 1. This
new-year fitnesshysteriausually diesback down after a
coupleof weeks. New Y ear’ sresol utionsaremadeand
then broken.

New Y ear’ sresolutionshaveawaysintrigued me.
Thebeginning of theNew Y earisachancetoreflecton
thepastyear, andtothink aboutthingswe' dliketo
improveabout oursdves. Sdf-improvementisdefinitdy a
worthy goal, and onethat iswidespread. If youdon't
believeme, watchlate-night cabletelevisionforacouple
of hours. Thescreenisflooded withinfomercialspromis-
ingingght on how peoplecanmaketheir livesbetter.
There' stheguy whousedtoliveinaone-roomapart-
ment, but after helearned thesecretstoplacing classified
adsnetionwide, hebecameamillionaire. And he' swilling
tosharethesesecretswithyou, out of thegoodnessof his
heart, for afee(l wonder if hemademoremoney fromhis
secrets, or fromsalling hissecrets?). Thenthere sTony
Robbins, whosewordsof wisdom, accordingtohis
commercia, havehel ped peopleleadvital, dynamiclives.
| havetosheepishly admit, that | myself havepurchased,
andreadaTony Robbinsbook. | foundalotof hiswords
tobeinsightful, anduseful.

But part of theproblemwiththewhol eself-im-
provement movementisn' tthewordsandadviceitself,
athoughtherel’ msurethereisplenty of bad adviceout
there. Insteadit’ sour attitudeabout that advice. I thinkit's
inour naturetotry tofind an easy way out. “Work
smarter, not harder,” isamantrathat I’ veoftenheard, and
it’ sdefinitely agoodpolicy. | think sometimes, however,
that wel ook togainbenefitswithout doingmuchwork at
all. When| wasmuch younger, | worked at Sears, and |
can'ttell youhow many dusty treadmillsand other
exercisemachines| hauledfrompeople scarstothe
returnssection. Sure, atreadmill or anab-cruncher cando
yousomegood, butyou' restill goingtohavetogetonthe
thingtoachieveany fitnessgoa syou have. Tony Robbins
may havesomegreat advice, butyou' restill goingtohave
toputforthalotof effort, if youwanttoimproveyour life.

Sdlf-improvementisal soacontinuousprocess. If
youarereally reasonabl eabout things, how couldyoueat
aBig-Macmeal, super-sized (withaDiet Cokeof
course) every day, andthenexpecttofindamiracleab
machine, doit for afew secondshereandthere, andthen
sportsix-pack abs?Butthat’ sour nature. I’ vecertainly
beenguilty of thiscrimemyself. Onmy | astdeploymentto
theBalkans, | brought abook withme. Thebook was
about how tobecomeaspeed-reader. | thought that |
couldreadthebook inaweek or so, andthenby some
magictransformation, asif knowledgewasbeing poured
intomy head, | wouldbeabl etofly throughbooksin
minutes, and |’ dbeonesmart dude. | wasbummedto
findoutthat thebook actually requiredmetowork. It
contained drillsthat weresupposed tobepracticed
continuallytoimprovereadingskills.| practicedthese
drillsfor awhile, amidthetauntsof my friends. “ It sureis
taking you alongtimeto read that speed-reading book,
haha,” they’ dsay. And sureenough, after awhilel gave
up.

Sdf-improvementisaworthy goal andNew Year's
resol utionsareagoodthing. Surel couldthrowyousome
clichéslike* Thejourney of athousandmilesbeginswitha
singlestep,” or“ Life’ sajourney, notadestination.” One
of my favoritelyricstoasongis,“ Thesweetest partis
actingaftermakingadecision.” Butyou' veprobably
heardal of that stuff countlesstimes. So, | think my New
Y ear’ sresol utionisgoingtobetoactually follow-through
onNew Y ear’ sresolutions. So| encouragea | younew-
year' sresol utionistsnot toabandonthegymjust yet.
Heck, themorethemerrier, just saveabottle of water,
and acoupleof dumbbellsfor me.
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by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMPBONDSTEEL— Pop
divaMariah Carey. Chairman of the
Joints Chief of Staff, Gen. Richard B.
Meyers. Army Chief of Staff, Gen.
EricK. Shinseki and most recently
Congressman John M cHugh (R-
N.Y.). All have something in common.
All havebeen escorted by Task
ForceFal con’ sofficeof the Joint
Visitor'sBureau (JVB).

“Weprovidethemtheopportu-
nity tovisitwiththesoldiersand
personnel of Task Force Falcon. We
asoinsurethey aretaken careof, and
weconnect themwith their mode of
transportationfor their returndepar-
ture(home),” said Capt. Onintza
Wren, VB OIC, referringtothe
office’ smissionat CBS.

Wrensaid her officereceives
their missionsandnotificationof
Distinguished Visitor's(DV's) coming
toKosovofromtheExecutive
ServicesDivisoninUSAREUR. The
timeframeand schedul esof each
personusually varies, shesaid.

“ Sometimesweknow amonth
inadvance. Sometimesweonly
receive about two daysnotice. The
itinerary of eachDV isconstantly
changing, sowehavetomaintaina
highleve of flexibility.”

Todate, Wren noted, her
office’ stoughest test cameduringit’s
first 30 days.

“Thatwasdefinitely abusytime
forus,” Wren said of theperiod
beginningwiththe TFFTOA through
Dec. 21st. “Weescorted 38DV’s
duringthat period. That really wasa
challengefor us.

“Most peoplemay not realize
our full function. Wedevelopthe
itineraries, coordinateall transporta-
tionrequirements, VIPmeals, housing
andaccompany theDV soutin

JVB istheir name, escorting is their game...
Fort Drum element provides service to distinguished visitors of Task Force Falcon

sector,whichcanbe
difficult at times.” For
example, Wren noted
duringthetimeof Carey’s
visittoKosovo, Lt. Gen.
ThomasJ. Plewes, Chief,
U.S. Army Reserve, was
ontheground here
visitingwiththesoldiers
aswell. Shesaidboth
DV’swereof equal
importance, but the
itinerariesof both
changed minute-by-
minute.

“Thatreallytested
our resources. But we
pulledit off, because of
thegreat support we
received (from just about
every section here),”
Wrensaid.“Andwe
greatly appreciateit.
Communicationisso
essential inwhat wedo.”

Sincethe TOA, the
10-person office, com-
prised of officersand
soldiersfrom Fort
Drum’s10thMountain
Division, and one DoD
civilian, have escorted
morethan120distin-
guishedvisitors(DV's) to
the MNB (E) sector.

First Lt. Catherine
A. Crocker, VB escort
officer, saidof al the
responsibilitiesthat comewithhandling
DV'’s, thereisalso asense of accom-
plishment oncethemissionisover.

“It' sreally aneat thing to seethem
interact withthesol diersand seethat
they careabout whatisgoingonhere,”
Crocker said, noting that it hasaper-
sonal affect aswell. “Eventhoughthey
don’tcometovisitwithme, it’ sagreat
opportunity to meet them.

“However, | think thebest thing |
cantakeback withmeto Fort Drum, is

First Lt. Catherine Crocker poseswith Rep. John McHugh (R-NY) on Jan. 6. McHugh, whosedistrict
includes Fort Drum, was one of many distinguished visitorswho have been escorted by JVB whileon
Camp Bondstesl.

not thefact that | met somany great
dignitaries, butthat | learned alot about
thepeoplethat | am going towork with
oncethisdeploymentisover.”

Spc. DennisBishop, VB driver,
saidit’ sbeenaprivilegetodowhat he
getstodoinrelationtohisjob.

“Myfriendsarealwaystellingme
they wishthey couldbeme. It hasbeen
agreat opportunity for meto meet so
many different people,” he said mention-
ing themost memorable moment for him

cameduringarecent visitby Gen.
Larry R. Ellis', commander, U.S.
Army Forces Command.
“Itwasneat todrivehim
around, becausehewasone-on-one
withthesoldiers. Hetook timetosit
downandplay gameswiththemat
MWR. That wasabig morale
booster just knowingthat hetook the
timeto get afeel for what weare
accomplishinghere.”

Aim High and leave herebetter than you when you arrived

“Aim
High" wes
theU.S.

1990s.
Muchlike
“BeAll
ThetYou
CanBe”
thedogan
that got youand | tothisplaceintime,
“AimHigh” wasdesignedtoencourage
peopletobemorethanthey couldbe, to
strivetoreachnew heights, personally and
professionelly.

“BeAll ThatYouCanBe’ and“Aim
High" arebothencouragingandchalleng-
ing statementsthat deserveasecond|ook.

Col. Lawrence Saul

Thetwostatementsareencouraginginthat
they bothoffer thepromisethat, withsome
additional effortonour part, wecan
improveour lotinlife.

Thechallengeisadirectencourage-
menttous, for usto push ourselvestonew
levelsof achievement. | think thetisthe
basicpremiseinlife: if wewanttobetter
our stationinlife, weneedtomotivate
oursalves, ThisistheAmericanstory.
Each succeeding generation of theAmeri-
canfamilyisbetter off thantheirancestors.
Thatissort of theAmerican Dream. Itisa
dreamthat Army hashel pedmany of us
achieve

TheArmy has, throughoutitshistory,
offeredtheopportunity for soldiersto
|eaveabetter personthanwhenthey
begantheir career. Duringthe18thand
19thcenturies,andtoadegreethe20thas
well,immigrantsusedtheArmy toassmi-
lateinto American society.

L ook at themany opportunitieswe
haveto makeimprovementsinourselves.
Promotionsandadvancementsareopen

toall whoapply themselvesand demon-
sratetheappropriatelevel of MOS
knowledgeand talentsasaleader. For the
youngsoldier,whenentrustedwiththe
opportunity tolead, tosupervise, orto
showcasehisabilities thisistheultimate
signof trustand confidencetheArmy has
inus

Educationiswhat setstheU.S.
Army apartfromvirtudly al other armies.
TheU.S. Army vaueseducationhighly,
and placesthecorrect emphasisaccord-
ingly. Lookatthelink betweeneducational
achievement and promotion. Thepointis
dear.

Asayoungsoldier | wasbarred
frompromotiontoStaff Sergeant, asl did
not possessahigh school equivaency.
Hence, | setanew goal | struggledto
achieve. Rightfully so, | wasabetter |eader
withahighschool diplomathanwithout.

TheArmy’ semphesison educationis
amazing. Noother employer offersits
workersthegreat dealswehaveavailable
tous. WhiledeployedhereinK osovo,

youcanget attendclassestuition-free.
Thatisadea any collegestudenton
campusesat homewouldlovetoenjoy.

| can’timagineany deal betterthanfree
tuition. If youarenot taking advantageof
this, you need to do aself-assessment.
Don’tpassupsuchagreatdeal. If youfail
totakeadvantageof this, youarepassing
upaonceinalifetimeopportunity.

If educationa salf-improvement does
notexciteyou, try someother aspectsof
persona advancement. Thefitnesscenters
arefirstrate, and open 24/7. What adeal!
Inaddition, both chapel soffer anumber of
spiritually enhancing programs.

Thebottomlineisthis theArmy
offersawidevariety of programsto
anyonewhoismotivatedandinterestedin
sdlf-improvement. It merely requiresyou
totakethefirst step. AimHigh! Leave
Kosovoinbetter shape—educationally,
physicallyorspiritualy—thanwhenyou
first arrived.
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Georgia, Kosovo, Japan...
Fort Benning infantryman bring cheer from Asa to local children

by Spc. Molly Jones -
Staff Writer

Although Christmasis
long past now, thereisstill a
spiritof givingintheair for the
soldiersof C Co., 1st Battal-
ionof the30thInfantry Regi-
ment (Fort Benning, Ga.), who
gaveout presentsonandinthe
daysafter Christmasto chil-
dreninareassurrounding
Camp Monteith.

Wheredidthesoldiers
getthepresentsto hand out?
Thestory behind thisprocess
isinteresting. Capt. David
Taylor, C Co. commander for
1-30th, wasin Kosovo onthe
second recon duringthe
harvest season. He witnessed
parentstossing their children
corncobsto play with, “and |
thought it wasfunny because
they werejust ashappy asif
they’d had aPlay Stationand
thelatest gametogowithit,”
Taylor said.

Taylor' smother, a
teacher at anaval basein Japan, and
her studentsbegan fund-raising after
theattackson Sept. 11, but instead
decided to put themoney toward
presentsfor the children of Kosovo,
after hearing what they played with.
“Littleby little, thefund-raiser at my
mom'’ sschool turnedinto abig deal

“Kidsarethesameanywhere

you go, so between trying to do
something nicefor thekids, whose
faultthesituationinthiscountryisnot,
we'retryingtogiveour soldiersan

soldierswanttodo, soldiers
arehuman. It sstill kind of
Christmastimeand weenjoy
givinggifts,” hesaid.

Thestory hastwo donat-
ing parties, themiddleschool
childrenin Japanwhodonated
andthesoldiersinKosovo.
Interestingly enough, each
participant of the processwas
separated from afamily mem-
ber. The counterpartsin Japan
had parentswho wereon ships
supportingtheeffortsin Af-
ghanistan, whilethesoldiersin
Kosovowereactually de-
ployed away from their fami-
lies, explained Taylor.

Taylor and hissoldiersare
planningtogivemoretothe

tinual effort, andareinthe
process of making plansfor

communities, andtheir sur-
rounding areas. They are
| helping add tothecollection of
school suppliesthatisacon-
—

Saff Sgt. Anthony Barbin, C Co., 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Battalion, gives out the presentsthat were
donated by middle school children fromanaval basein Japan.

when they decided to buy toysfor the

childrenhere. They collected more
than $2,000 worth of toys,” hesaid.

opportunity to feel human and do
something Christmassy,” Taylor
explained.

ThemissioninKosovois*safe
andsecure,” “butif all that wedois
safeand secure, it sgoingto bealong
six months. | think there’ smorethat

wecando. There’ smorethat my

sportingeventsinthespring

months beforetherotation

comestoanend. Tayloris

collecting soccer ballsfor a
few gameswiththechildrenwhodid
not makethetown teams. Overall, the
giving processwas " just something
nicetodo, and apparently that’ swhat
everybody wantstodoright nowis
help somebody else,” said Taylor.

490th Civil Affairs, TMK team together to bring humanitarian relief to Gnjilane/Gjilan

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

GNJLANE/
GJLAN—Thewinter
hassetinforthemore
than 500 deprived
families scattered
around K osovo, some
who do not enjoy the
luxury of eectricity, the
comfort of awood-
burningstoveor even
havewood for their
stoves. Thisisone
problemUNMIK and
KFOR, withthehelpof
theTMK, wouldliketo
repair for the people of
Kosovo.

Inpastwinters,
familiesfromthevillages
inthemountainswould
comedown andlive
withhost familieswho
havehesat intheir
homes, and stay for the
durationof winter. This
year UNMIK and
KFOR wanted to help
out alittlemore. The490th Civil Affairs
Bn. at Camp Monteith hasbeen plan-
ningfor thewinterization process, and
humanitarian assistance since Septem-
ber

Oneof thekey projectsthey have
beenworkingonisdonatingfirewoodto
needy familieshereinK osovotoheat
theirhomesthiswinter, accordingto

Capt. Kristafer Aildlieger, (JOB) of the
490th.

“ThisisthefirsttimeKFORand

TMK havebeeninvolvedinit. We're
workinginclosecoordinationwith
UNMIK,” said Staff Sgt. Stephen Terry,
also of 490th.

“Thewoodwe' redonatingwas

confiscated from peoplewhowere

cutting without alicense. Oncethewood
isconfiscated, it canbeusedfor hu-
meanitarian services” said Aildieger.
KFOR hasworked closely with
the TMK onthisoperation. TheTMK
has provided trucks and much needed
manpower. Thetwoorganizationsplan

onhelpingfamiliesthisseasonwith

firewood, but therearestill peoplein

]
Members of 490th Civil Affairs Battalion hel ped the TMK deliver firewood to grateful Serbian familiesto help keep their homes
warmthroughout thewinter months.

need of wood-burning
stoves, electricity,
clothesandblankets,
sadAildieger.“Right
nowwe' redoing
everythingwecan.”

Therearestill
refugeesanddisplaced
personswhoneedthe
basics, but most of that
ishandled by UNHCR
withsupportby KFOR,
accordingtoAildieger.

“TheTMK has
beenfabulous,” said
Aildieger.“They've
respondedwithevery
request and supplied us
with equipment and
manpower. They're
very enthusiasticabout
thisproject. They want
toshow everyonethey
arefor all of Kosovo,
not solely theAlba-
nians”

The different
organizationshave put a
great dedl of effortinto
thisoperation, andare
seeingimmediate
results. Thefamiliesareexcitedandare
truly happy to havethefirewood,
accordingto Aildieger. Thesimple
gesturethisseasonwill notonly warm
thehomesof therecipient families, but
theheartsof the providersfrom both
KFORand TMK.
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Air Force squadron is 24-7 weather shop for MNB (E)

Eight member office providesinformation pertinent to Task Force Falcon missions

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMPBONDSTEEL— Task Force
Falcon hasanally whenit comesto antici-
pating the rugged weather of Kosovo.

The 7th Expeditionary Weather Squad-
ron (U.S. Air Force) serves asthe 24-hour,
7-day weather shop for Task Force Falcon.

“Weoften areasked if we arethe same
peoplewho do weather ontelevision,” said
Capt. EugeneWall , 7thEWSOIC, explain-
ing the mission of the office. “| can under-
stand why peoplewould confuse us, but our
number one priority istoinsurethat the
Task Force Falcon Command has accurate
dataon what the weather will beliketoday,
tomorrow and beyond. We do that by giving
them aweather impact statement, whichis
similar to aforecast that youmight read via
theinternet, butitisalittle more detailed.

That informationiscritical, because
weather affectseverythingwedo here, from
flying to our resources on the ground.”

“(I never leave home without it,)” said
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Ryan N. Collier, an A-
64 Apachepilot with B Co., 3rd Battalion, 229th
Aviation. “ Theinformationthat | receivefrom
them (7th EWS) isbeneficial to my mission,
because it enables me to know what kinds of
elementsthat | may face out there.”

Wall, who has spent amajority of hiscareer
working withthe Army, said with their hightech,

state-of-the-art equipment, they are ableto
gather thewind chill factor at an el evation of
2,000t0 3,000 feet higher than Camp Bondsteel.
That is pertinent information, because that just
happensto be the elevation of Firebase Rock,
which servesasafixed site security point for

MNB (E).

the‘Red Legs' of the3rd Battalion 6th Field
Artillery Regiment when gathering info for
the 15-17 daily briefingsthey sharewith the
TOC and pilotsof Task Force Dragon.

“We are able to compute the tempera-
tureand wind datamore accurately thanks
tothem,” Wall said, describing how the 3rd
of the 6th FA gatherstheinformation. “Their
meteorol ogy section launches weather
balloonsfrom Radar Hill daily, and they then
sharetheir datawith us.”

Mentioning thehistory behind the Air
Force' sinvolvement in the weather business,
Wall said it dates back to 1947 when the
Army Air Corpswastransformedinto a
separate service.

“Itisapolicy that we (Air Force) will
providethe Army with weather information
when thereisan aviation operation.”

Asfor the make-up of theweather
entity, Air Force Tech Sgt. Dave Lomack,
the 7th EWSNCOIC, said the officeis
presently staffed with seven “Blue Suiter’s”
and one Navy sailor.

“Thissquadron’ sheadquartersisbased
inGermany,” hesaid. “ But the personnel
that rotatein-and-out of here (usually every 120-
days) aredeployed from Europe and the U.S. So
it’ sagreat opportunity towork with different
people from all over. Because the technical
schoolsare solong (6 months) for us, everyone
enjoyswhat they do, otherwisethey wouldn’t
want to bein the weather business.”

The7th EWSalsorelieson some help from

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMPBONDSTEEL— Although her job
inthe Air Force could be misconstrued asan
AFN Weather Forecaster, don’t remind Staff
Sgt. TonyaWinski of the comparison.

“I’m not an on-air weather personality,”
she said with asmile. “But | am often asked
wherever | might happen to be, ‘what will the
weather beliketoday’. Y ou just cometo
expect it, whenyou dowhat | do (for aliv-
ing).”

Even though shedoesn’t play aweather
personality on TV, the 29-year-old Ohio native
said her interest in the weather spans from
childhood.

“| wasalwaysgazing at the sky while
growingup,” shesaid. “I canremember lying
in my yard at home watching the clouds move
by and changing shapes. That intrigued me
becauseit wasamystery. | remember being
told that | would lose my imaginationiif | ever
learned the secrets behind how clouds form
and weather changes. If anything, | haven’t
lost my imagination. | have gained more.”

Sowhen it cametimeto pursue acareer,
Winski pursued both an opportunity tolearn
more about weather and to travel.

“Itsbeen great to beabletotravel and
see so many different places,” she said of
choosingthe Air Force over the other services.
“Being aweather forecaster has afforded me
with an opportunity to work hand-in-hand with
peoplethat deploy.

“Originally | wanted to servein special
operations, but can’t because they don’t allow

Buckeye pursued
ambition in USAF

femalesinthat field. This
job allowsmeto beas
closeas| cantoworking
inaspecial operations
field. Plusthere are nu-
merous opportunitiesto
deploy,” she said.

Noting theimpor-
tance of her duties at the
7th Expeditionary Weather
Squadron office, Winski
said, “Every job here
dependsontheinforma-
tionweprovide. It lets
them decide how they
might beableto efficiently
perform their mission. Our
forecastsaregearedtoaid
themin how they go about
doingtheir jobs.”

Pointingoutthe
positives of time spent
here, Winski noted the
120—day period has
helped hone her skillsasa
forecaster.

“Becauseyouare
here seven days each
week, you spend alot
more time doing your job.
Youalsolearntorely on
your knowledge (of the
weather), simply because
youdon'’t haveasmuch
dataat your disposal.”

Asidefrom earning acollege education,
Winski said her future plansincludestayinginthe

Saff Sgt. Tonya Winski

Air Force doing what shelovesto do, predict-
ing weather.
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Spe. Shird Moore

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

VITINA/VITI, Kosovo- Spc. Shird
Moore spent themajority of histime
growing upin Sebring, Fla., playing
football inthefriendly confinesof his
backyard. Nowadays, the 20-year-old
former Sebring High Blue Streaks defen-
sivetacklespendshisdaysherekeeping

the peace.

“I'mgladtobein
Kosovoandto helpthe
people here,” Moore, a
riflemanwith B Co. 3rd
Platoon, 2nd Squad, 1st
Battalion of the32nd
Infantry Regiment (TF
1-32 Infantry
“Chosin”), said ashe
spent thelast day of
2001 guardinga
Serbian Orthodox
ChurchinthisAlbanian/
Serbiantown. “I knew
that sooner or later we
would be deployed. So
I think thebest thing|
can take back (home)
withmeisthefact that |
servedinaforeign
country.”

Describing his
duties, Moore saysthat
hisshiftsat the church
seem to encompass
morethanthe8-hours
they pull before being
replaced by another
squad from Camp
McGrath, wherethe
10th Mountain
Division'sTF 1-32
Infantry “Chosin” is
based.

“Youdoalot of
ponderingwhenyou
pull duty likethis,” he
said, mentioning his

wife, Crystal, who hewritesto often. Above anything else

thoughyou havetobealert.”

And for good reason. The Church, builtin 1829, which
also has an adjacent parsonage next toit that Mooreand his
squad protect, isatell-talesign of how awar caninflict

damageto an old landmark.

“Thischurch hasbeen rebuilt multipletimes,” noted
Moore' scommanding officer, Capt. Christopher Bresko, B
Co. commander, pointing out hissoldier’ smissioneachday.

“Their jobistwofold. They not only provide perimeter

TF 1-32 Soldier follows in father’s footsteps by serving in Army

security, but they control thetrafficin-and-out of
the Church. Thisafixedsitesecurity post.”

However, dueto the presence of KFOR
forcesover the past threeyears, time, according
to Moore, passesby quietly at the near acre of
land that comprisestheareathey areassigned to
protect.

“1t hasbeen uneventful sincewearrived here
in November,” Mooresaid, ashe scansthe
compound that hasabarrier aroundit. “ The
childrenreally maketimepassquicker. It' sgood
tointeract withthem.”

Asidefrom feeling good about thejob he
and other soldiersof TF 1-32 Infantry “Chosin”
aredoing, thereisapersonal reason for Moore
beinginthe Army.

“Thisdeployment hasalsoallowed methe
opportunity to servein my father’ sfootsteps,” he
said, whichissomethingthat heisproudtohave
anopportunity todo. Moore' sfather, Shird
(MooreSr.), age 77, isnot only aveteran, but
served inthe Army’ s506th Parachute I nfantry
Regiment (101st AirborneDivision) during World
War I1. Some might instantly recognizethe name
of theelite, legendary outfit and one of itssubor-
dinateunits, Easy Company. Boththeregiment
and company were the subjects of abest selling
book and cabletelevisionseriesentitled, “Band
of Brothers”. Both the book and seriesdepict the
eventsthat agroup of soldiers experienced during
thewar.

“Hesaid heremembersalot more of the
detailssincetheserieshasaired,” Mooresaid of
conversationsthat he hashad with hisdad about
the 10-episode run, which ended its 9-week span
onAFN TV January 7th. “ Other than that, he
really doesn’t talk about it all that much.”

Still, Mooresaidit’ san honor knowing that
hisdad played apartinwhat some historians
havenoted asthe“last great war”.

“1"m proud of him, but at the sametimeheis
awaystelling methat heisproud of what | am
accomplishingin Kosovo.”

However, Moore' sfather isnot theonly one
proud of hisson.

“They areperformingwell,” Bresko said of
all of hissquad’ sperformance. “I don’ tthink |
could ask more of them.”

Camp Magrath officers, soldlersrlng in new year with local readents

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

VITINA/VITI, Kosovo- Soldiersof Camp
Magrath' s1stBattaionof the32ndInfantry

Regiment(TF1-32Infantry“Chosin”) helpedtoring
intheNew Y earwiththeAlbaniav/Serbianresidents

hereby sharingsomecustomsresemblingan
Americanhaliday celebration.

“It' sgreethavinganopportunitytocel ebrate
thenewyearwithourneighbors,” saidCapt.John
Walton, TF1-32Inf.“Chosin”,civil farsrepre-

sentative Hopefully theseeventswill helptobridge |

better relationsbetweenall (entities) duringthe
comingyea.”
Ascrowdsof residents whichinduded

hundredsof children, gatheredinthedowntownarea

of VitinaVitionNewY ear’ sEveday, theywere
trestedtoanagppearanceof the' BigGuy' inthered
sitaswel asthe” CampMagrathCarolers”
“They (theresidentshere) celebratethe
holidaysdifferently thenus” hesad.“ They actudly

don' tcdebrateChristmas, buthaveamoreuniversa

SantaClaus Sowiththehdpof KFOR, we
dedidedtoputthisfestival together forthem.”
Afterthechildrenweregivenpresentsfrom
SantaClaus theCampMagrathCarolerssang
traditiond Chrigmassongsauchas Rudolphthe

RedNosedRendear” and“ JngleBds’. Someof thelocal children

evenpartidpatedintheday’ sevents.

“I think thiswasagoodopportunity tosharethetraditionsof
SantaClauswiththechildrenof Vitina-toshareandbringpeaceand

]
Officersand soldiersof TF 1-32 Infantry “ Chosin” sang holiday songsto theresidents of Vitina/Viti on New Year’ sEve Day.

goodwilltodl men,womenandchildrenonEarth,” saidLt.
Col.RobertNye,commeander, TF1-32Inf.“ Chosin”,
summarizinghisfedingsof theday’ sevents
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The Best of Combat Camera:

Thisisaregular section of the Falcon Flier which
features some of the best work of Combat Camera.
Soecial thanks to Combat Camera (55th Sgnal
Company, Fort Meade, Md.) for submitting these
photos.

Cpl. TimHaasand Pfc. Jared Watson fill sandbagson 11 January. Both Haase
neer Battalion, Charlie Co., Fort Bragg, N.C. The 27th Engineersarein Koso
mission, Operation Joint Guardian 1.

Second Lt. Glenn Ford, Alpha Co., 5th Engingeers Batallion firesa 50 Cal machine gun during a breech attack at range 4
near Camp Bondsteel on Jan. 5. Ford, sent to Kosovo in support of Operation Joint Guardian |1, is stationed out of Fort
Leonardwood, Mo.

An explosion, conducted by soldiersof A Co., 5th Engineers Battalion, during
Camp Bondsteel onJan. 5.

Sgt. Michael Skaife shootsa 50 cal machine gun during a breech attack at Range No. 4 near Camp Bondsteel on Jan. 5.
Skaifeiswith Alpha Co., 5th Engineers Batallion (Fort Leonardwood, Mo.).
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iIl sandbags on 11 January. Both Haasand Watson are part of the 27th Engi-
g, N.C. The 27th Engineersarein Kosovo asa part of the peace-keeping

I
A Co., 5th EngineersBattalion, during a breech attack at Range No. 4 near

Sgt. Lloyd Radford performsroutine maintenance on a Welding Trailer on Jan. 11th. Radford ispart of the 27th
Engineer Battalion.

U.S Army Chaplain (Maj.) Scott Weichl fromTFMF V (Camp Bondsteel), visitswith children of the JeronimDe
Roda school in Urosevac/Ferizaj, Kosovo recently. Several volunteersfromthe hospital, herein support of Opera-
tion Joint Guardian |1, cameto the school to deliver 1,800 toysdonated by AAFES,

Having attached a tow-bar to a disabled Humvee, Staff Sgt. Shawn Wal den directs a tow-vehicleinto position to
connect the pair. Waldeniswith the 66th MP Company wor king outside of Kamenica on the night of Jan. 7th.
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EURO makes debut at Camp Bondsteel, TFF

Leave...

by Capt. David L. Gardner
10th Soldier Support Battalion

The Euro becamelegal
tender in 12 countriesinthe
European Union (EU) on Janu-
ary 1,2002. Although Kosovo
isnot amember of theEU, the
Euroistheaccepted currency,
replacingtheDeutscheMark
(DM).

Pvt.2 Stephan T. Fields, a
nativeof Atlanta, Ga., and
assigned to B Co, 1st Battalion,
32nd Infantry Reg. (TF 1-32
Infantry “ Chosin”) at Camp
Magrath, wasthefirst U.S.
Soldier toreceivethenew
currency. MAJ Sam C. Fuson
presentedthesoldier withthe
crisp, 10 Euro banknote.

Thedeadlinefor soldiers
and civilianssupporting KFOR
toconvert DM to EuroisFeb-
ruary 15, 2002. The new cur-
rency will circulatewiththeold,

but after February 15, theold
currencieswill nolonger be
accepted.

Remember the conversion
ratefor Deutsche Marks (DM)
i51.95583, which meansthat one
Euroisequal to 1.95583 Deutsche
Marks, or one DM isequal to
51129 Euro. Theconversionrate
for theDM isfixed and will remain
ineffectthroughouttheturn-in
period. Thedatesfor DM turn-in

Maj. SamFuson, 10th SSB Commander, poseswith the new Euro currency.

are Jan. 8 -Feb. 15, 2002 for KFOR
personnel. After February 15, KFOR
base campswill not exchange or use
DMs. The conversionratefor the
U.S. Dollar versusthe Eurowill
fluctuatedaily.

Visit the Finance Office or the
266th Finance Command Home
Page at http://
www.266fc.hqusareur.army.mil/
for moreinformation and current
exchange rates.

Tobe, or
not betaxed

by Capt. David L. Gardner
10th Soldier Support Battalion

Thatisthequestion.

Hereistheanswer. Leaveisnever
taxed! Basepay ishowever. Accrued
leaveisconsideredbasepay andnormally
taxedwhenasoldier sellsitback tothe
USArmy upon ETS.

“Cashedin” leaveaccruedwhile
deployedtoaqualified Combat Tax
ExclusionZone(CTZE)isconsidered
basepay earnedwhiledeployedandisnot
taxed. Currently, Kosovoisconsidereda
CTZE.

Leaveisused and sold by applying
theprinciplesof FirstIn, First Out (FIFO).
Asleaveisused, thedaysaccruedfirstare
thefirsttogo.

Situation: Soldier “A” deployedto
Kosovofrom1Nov01to1lJunO2andis
honorably dischargedon1Aug02witha
leavebaanceof 54 days.

Solution: 54Days-LeaveBaance
onlAug02

Less: 5Days- Leaveearnedindun
and Jul 02 (Taxed)

Less: 17.5Days-L eaveaccrued
duringdeployment (Not Taxed)

31.5Days-Leaveearned prior to
thedeployment (Taxed)

Answer: Thirty-six days* cashedin”
leavearetaxed and 17.5daysarenot.

Visityour camp'sfinanceofficefor
moreinformation.

| mportant infor mation about filing taxeswhile
deployed in support of Operation Joint Guardian

Special totheFalcon Flier

Happy NewY ear’ sl Asalways,we
endtheholiday seasonwithgiftsof W2's,
1040’ s, and other sometimesconfusing
documents. Rest assuredthat beneficial
legidationexiststohelpdeployed soldiers
throughout theupcoming tax season.

Taxesneednotinterferewithyour
mission. Therewill beampletimetofile
whenweredeploy. Thefedera govern-
mentimposed anautomaticextensionfor
deployed soldiers(and spousesof those
deployediffilingjointly) duringthetax
season. Thisextensiongivesyouan
additional 285daysafter redeployment

tofile Toinvokethisextension, write
“KOSOVO" ontheback of your tax form
whenyoudofile. Specia Tax Power of
Attorneys, prepared onawalk-inbasis,
alow your spousetofileonyour behalf.
Marriedsoldiersarestrongly encouraged
totakeadvantageof thisoptionassoonas
possble

Toreceivetax assstance, youmust
firstclearyourunit' sTax Assistance
Officer (UTO). TheUTO' sprimary
functionistoensurethat thesoldier
understandsthefiling processand deter-
minesif thesoldier hasall thenecessary
documentationforfilingtheir taxesatthe
Tax AssistanceCenter. If theinformationis

incompleteor inaccurate, thesoldier can
facea$500 pendty for filing afrivolous
retumn.

All soldiersmust providethe
followingdocuments W-2sfromal
employerswithintheyear, IRSforms
they’ vereceived, accountandrouting
numbersfromtheir bank (i.e. avoided
check), and copiesof al dependents
social security cards. Soldiersfilingtaxes
that aremarried, separated, or real estate
ownersrequiremoredocumentation.
Additiond tax information can be obtained
fromyour Unit Tax Officer, theL egal
Assistance Office, or at www.irs.gov.

TheTaxCenter/Legd Assstance

Office,locatedinBldg1340A (Admin
Alley, next to Finance), will openfor tax
assistanceon4 February 2002. A ppoint-
mentsareavailableMon.-Sat.1000-1630
hours, and Sun.1300-1630hourshy
calling781-5071.

“ Our menandwomenservingin
theKosovo area should befocused on
onething and onething only- keeping
themselves safeformharmand achiev-
ingour mission. Whileour troopsare
under fire, they certainlydon’t needto
bedoingbattlewiththelRSaswell.”

—(Former) U.S Rep. Bill Archer (R-Texas),
Waysand MeansCommittee

Inthecoldweather itiseasy to accumul ateal ot of unnecessary &o:agel
following precautionscan helpto prevent fires. 2T -
1. Donot et trashaccumul ateinsideor next toabuildi ng When atrasfneoeptac}e13full empty itoutsideof thebuildinginadumpster.
-Only usetrash receptacl esmadedfy metal or: plaStrLe anﬂ desigfied to be used for that purpose
-Don’ t storestacksof used cardBoardtasige, reh]oveatm arolitinebasis
‘Don’tstack combustiblesnexttabuil |dingsor fiuél tanks:, b
2. Never storecombustiblematerial under stairs, in front of 6F négi&‘b exit doors’ A?l récourd block your way out of thebuilding.
3. Donot storecombustiblematerial sin attics, crawl spages, or'any, offer areaot desgned*for storage.
4, Useaseparatemeta container, withametal lid, for di i 'rags, egpecial IymOSéoﬁﬁtammated withany petroleum products
L1 yout{m nk youh er%agrouem putinawork order to haveitinspected.
shak the contentswith water beforeemptyinginadumpster.

5. Exhaust fansand motors should be clean and free of dug

6. Clean out butt cansdaily and kept free of any combustibler
7.Donot block exitswithfurnitureor any otheritems.
9.Keepa32” pathclear of obstructionstoany exit.  +77. -
10. Keep your smokedetector freeof dust, and don’ tforget to-tqﬁ;t ‘

If you haveany questionsabout this, or any fire safety topic, contact your- Oamp Fir

ateflab RefrienD

Fire safety tip's from your THF- Fire Department

] deTacﬂ iti aﬂgood housekeepingisabasicfactorineliminating firehazards. The

= =

ire Statl on, or call DSN 4098 and ask for the Fire Prevention section.
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Pagell

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

CAMPBONDSTEEL— Thenew year is
upon us, and with the opening of anew year come
many new questions. How far havel comesincelast
year?Will | beabletokeeptheresolutions| just
made?Well thesequestionsareuptoyoutoan-
swer, butthereisonethingyouwill not havetoask;
whowill beprovidingmy entertainmentwhilel’m
deployed herein Kosovo? Theanswer: the MWR.

TheMWR (Morale, Welfareand Recreation)
isyour one-stop sourcefor everything fun, from
ping-pongto pool, from TV to telephones, from
concertstotrips. They specidizeinentertaining
troops; they havefor many years.

Danielle Crawford, KFORMWR Marketing
Tour Specidist, gaveanideaof whattheMWRis
all about.

“We provide entertainment cominginto see
thetroops(intheform of DOD or USO shows
about 4timesamonth),” shesaid. “ Theseinclude
comedy shows, variety shows, magicand cultural
activities. Weal so offer amonthly 5K and 10K run,
karaoke onceaweek, and karate and aerobics
everyweek.”

Inadditiontotheseservices, MWRalsooffers
VTC (Video Teleconferencing) calls, and morale
phonesto call homewith, not to mentionthe physi-
cal fitnessequipment youwork out withinthegyms.

Withall that MWRgivesthesoldiersyoumight
thinkthey haveafairly largestaff. But accordingto
Crawford, thereareonly ahandful of peopleat
every KFOR camp. Thereare 17 total MWR
employeesinall camps, to beexact. It soundslike
animpossiblemission, but Crawford saidthey work
aroundtheclock withvery few daysoff. Itisa

KFOR MWR programs are one-stop source for soldiers

E

]
Pfc. Zachary Parimello, HHC Pers. Sec. Det. TFF, enjoys
shooting pool at the MWR facility in South Town on Camp
Bondstesl.

toughtask that requiresadedicated group of peopleto
makeit happen.

“They aretheonesthatdoall thework,” she
added. “ Definitely givethemthefull credit they de-
serve’,

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Alberto Ventura, aUH-
60 pilot from B Co. 210th Avn., (Fort Drum) offered

hiskudostotheMWR staff. VVentura, afirst-time
visitor at theMWR, happenedtowalk intothe
Camp Bondsteel recreation center. Heliked what
hesaw.

“It' svery roomy,” said V entura, speaking of
thecenter.“1 likethepool tablesespecially.” Of the
other activitiestheMWR offers, hesaid, “ | think
theentertainmentisgreat. That' stheonly thingthat
keepsusgoing.”

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Michagl Pracht, alsoa
pilot fromthe B Co210th Avn., seemedtobein
agreement.

“Thepool tablesarenice,” said Pracht. “I like
thecomputerstoo.” Hewent onto say, without the
MWRhere, “ thisplacewouldbeboring.”

Withall that they havedoneinthepast couple
months, it makesyouwonder; what' snext?Surpris-
ingly enough, it' satripto Sofia

That’ sright,theMWRisalsoresponsiblein
partfor theongoing FM PP (Fighter Management
PassProgram) tripstoBulgaria. I’ sasmall wonder
too, consideringall of theother thingsthey dohere.

Thenext timeyou seean MWR staff person,
whether at aconcert, show, or at theMWR building
itself, you may want to offer awarm handshakeand
athank youfor all they havedone. Because, asfar
asentertainmentgoes, nobody doesmoreforthe
soldiersof KFOR.

(MWR staff membersareavailablefor praise,
commentsor suggestions. Their hoursof operation
areposted on bulletinboardsall over theKFOR
area, also onthe TFF websiteathttp://
www.tffal con.hqusareur.army.mil. Click onthe
Soldier Supportlink of themenu and choosethe
MWR page. It offersinformation on upcoming
eventsand operating hours. Or call your local
MWR representativefor further details.)

Combat Camer a: the soldiersthat shoot fir<t,

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

CAMPBONDSTEEL—Foreveryjobyou
want doneinthe Army, thereisaplacetogo. If you
wantabridgebuilt, youcall theEngineers. If youwant
alegsplint, you cal theMedics. If youneedtogeta
cashadvance, yougotothefinanceoffice. Andfor the
very best, most up-to-date, frontlinel ook at what the
Army isdoing, youtalk to Combat Camera.

“We'retheeyesof theArmy,” proudly stated Sgt.
ShamaParker, Video Production Specidist withthe
982nd Signal Co., Detachment 1, Combat Camera
Unitout of Atlanta, Ga. “Wedocument everythingthe
Army does. If you have seenthemovie ' Pearl Har-
bor’, and you seethe guy with thevideo camera, we
arelikehim. Weprovidethehistorical footage.”

Parker, afull-timeflight attendantand part-time
Reservist, noted how thefootageisused; historical
value,intelligenceandtrainingpurposes. Andthough
their video and photography issometimesusedto
support somebody €lse' sstories, Combat Camera
doesnot actually writeany articlesthemselves. The
material they produceissent tothe JCCC (Joint
Combat CameraCenter) at the Pentagon, and from
therethey decidehow they want toreleaseit.

They aredefinitely not Public Affairs.

“Thebiggestdifference,” saidParker,“isthat
PAO doesstories, and Combat Cameradocuments.
Therearealot of placesthat Combat Camerawould
gothat PAOwouldn’tgo. Also, thereareplaceswego
wherethereisclassifiedinformation.”

If youhaveevertriedtoprint classifiedinforma
tioninapublicnewspaper, youmostlikely raninto
problems.

LikePublic Affairs, Combat Camerashowsupat
certain eventsto take picturesor shoot video. Thisis
wherethesimilarity ends, though. Their missionsare
similarinnature, but differindetail.

“I thinkitisvery exciting,” Parker added

|
Sgt. Andrew Smith documentsthe engineer team sent out to
make atrench in the side of a mountain near Camp Monteith
on Dec. 21. Smithisamember of the Combat Camerateam
sent to Kosovo asa part of Operation Joint Guardian 1.

thoughtfully. “| wanted something alittlemorechalleng-
ingandthisisasclosetoaCombat ArmsMOSas|
will getto. Wetrainvery hardtogoright alongsideof
‘Joe'.

“Y ouhavetobeanassettothesquadthatison
patrol. Y ou haveto bejust asin shapeand motivated. |
wantedthat kind of challenge. | think everybody that
signed up to be Combat Camerahad somekind of
thrill seeker mentality. They wanted somethingmore
excitingthantheregular thing.”

ask questionslater

It makessensethat, aposition such asCombat
Camera, whichhasaharsher mission, wouldhave
stricter requirements.

Spc. David Y ancey i sanother member of the
small but effectiveteam. Y ancey, isan activeduty
Army soldier fromthe55th Signal Batallion, Fort
Meade, Md.

“Itgivesyouamobility that hardly anybody else
intheArmyreally has,” hesaid.“Y ougettogoevery-
whereand seeeverythingthat theArmy does. That
really addstoyour knowledgeand understanding of
the Army.”

Y ancey said hisfavoritepart of hisjobwas
handing thefinished product over, and givingthe
troopsrecognition for what they dointhefield.

“Especially,” headded, “ thepeoplethat aremy
rank, theonesthat areout there sweating, makingthe
Army move.”

'Y ancey commented about covering jobsthat do
notinvolvegoingintothefieldaswell.

“A small fraction of thejobisto show everything
aboutthe Army,” hesaid, “including somestuff that
showslifeonthebase. Y ougetalittleof thatinthere,
butitisnot thefocusof ourjob.

“AsArmy historianswearegoingtoshow
everythingthat happenshere; someof thatisgoingto
bethegym or the PX. Wedo thisbecause somebody
whoisrotatingto Kosovomay wanttoget onthe
JCCCwebsiteand seewhat thebaselookslike.”

Therefore, although most of thefootagethey take
herewill not be seen by soldiershere on base, some of
it canbefound onthe JCCC website. And even
thoughthesitedoesnot show everything they do, what
they do show can bebeneficial to somesoldiers.

Also, theirworkisshownonAFN onaregular
basis.

TheTask Falcon Flier alsofeatures Combat
Camerapicturesineveryissue.

Y oucanfind even morefruitsof their labor. http://
dodimagery .afis.osd.mil/dodimagery/home.html.
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TF 1-30th sharesthejoy of rangetraining with Austrians

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

Ramnjane Range, con-
trolled by Task ForceFalcon,
istheonly qualificationrangein
Kosovowherelargecaliber
weaponry can befired. The
rangeisvery useful for the
Americantroopswhoarein
need of their weaponsqualifi-
cation, butwhat doother
countriesdo to stay on top of
their requirementswhilein
Kosovo? Simple, Task Force
Falcongraciously allowsthem
accessto their ranges.

FortBenning, Ga.’ s1st
Battalion, 30th Infantry Regi-
ment, (TF 1-30th) was solely
involved during the coordina-
tionwiththeAustrians, TF
Duhjle,andassistingintheir
weaponsgqualificationand
rangehosting process. TF 1-
30th’s Battalion Master Gun-
ner, Staff Sgt. Edward
Westveer, beganplanningwiththeAustriansin
December shortly after they asked Task Force
Falconto help.

“They haveto qualify ontheir weapons systems
just likewedo,” said Westveer. Tomakeit easier
on both parties, TF 1-30 had their own personnel as
Range Safety Officer, Westveer, and the Officerin
Charge, Capt. Matthew Neumeyer, assistant opera-
tionsofficer for TF 1-30, were present on therange

Improving quality of lifein Kosovo

Camp Monteith’'s10thLTF
conductsMEDCAP in Pagane

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

PASJANE, Kosovo —Asmedicsof 10th
LTF, of Camp Monteith, carry boxes of supplies
intothemedical clinic here, thereisasteady flow
of Serbian patients entering with hopes of being
treated by KFOR soldiers. The team of three
healthcare providers, and their medicswill be
administering acute healthcareto the people
streaming into theclinic with their various prob-
lemsto be mended, according to Capt. Philip
Suh, OIC of the Camp Monteith Troop Medical
Clinic.

Thelocationsof each Medical Civilian
Assistance Program, or MEDCAP, variesasthe
different company commanders go into the towns
and speak with thelocal mayors and town coun-
cilstoseewhat their soldierscan dotoimprove
the quality of lifefor the people of the commu-
nity, said Spc. Delvon McDaniel, Senior Line
Medicfor A Co.,1-30IN.

The personnel onthe MEDCAPs are
equipped to treat only acute healthcare prob-
lems, and generally treat patientswith upper
respiratory tract infections, earaches, headaches,
high blood pressure and the common cold,
according to Suh.

They are prepared to treat more than 150
patients, although they might only provide medi-
cal assistanceto theindividualsthat show up.
Regardless of the numbers that do show up to be
treated, the medicsfeel they are doing their part
to help thecommunity, said McDaniel.

When the MEDCAPteamisfaced with
cases they cannot treat on location, they refer the
patientsto the hospital in Gjilan, “but they aren’t
fond of that, becausethe peopleof thisvillage

Task Force 1-30 facilitated communicationswith TFF headquartersfor the Austrianswhile they used
Ramnjane Range, just outsideof Camp Bondstee!, to qualify on their heavy weaponry.

for theday.

“They neededtoqualify ontheir weaponry,
much likeweneed to, so they went to Task Force
Falcon, and TF 1-30, being the heaviest unit here,
with Bradley’ sand whatnot, wewere chosen to
assistintheprocess. Weareonly heretofacilitate
communicationswith Falcon. Thisan Austrianrange
for theday; they areresponsiblefor the set up,
conduct, and tear down of therange,” said

/

Neumeyer.

“Everythingthe Austrians
havedonehasbeenwell within
guidelines, infact they are
extremely safe and proficient
leaders, and we' ve had no
problems,” said Neumeyer.

Part of the Austrians'
requirementistoqualify their
sections, but they combinethe
armored personnel carrier’s
qualificationwiththeir dis-
mounted troops, according to
Westveer.

Thescenariowill beto
“movetwovehicles, the APC's,
with personnel mountedinthe
back. They will make contact,
dismount and moveto an over
watch position, whilethe
APC’smoveintotheir position
andfireontheir targets. Then
they will break contact. Very
much likethetypeof thingyou
would seeherein Kosovoif we
were ever under fire, maybean
ambush, but the sametype of
thing: returnfireand break contact,” explained
Neumeyer.

Westveer runsthetargetsfor the 50 caliber
machinegunsinthecontrol tower by aremote
control box that control sthetarget liftersthat are
down-range. Thisisthefirst timethisequipment has
been used, which allowsWestveer the opportunity
to practiceand timeto work out any problems
beforehisgunnery beginsthenext week, hesaid.

Capt. Philip Suh, OIC for the Camp Monteith TMC, administer sacute healthcarefor one of thecitizens of Paganeona

recent MEDCAP.

are Serbian, so alot of timesthey walk away
suffering, and end up using home remedies,” said
McDaniel.

Also, patientswith problemslike diabetes
arereferred to thelocal physiciansso they can
receive better medical treatment.

Thework done by the medical team on
theselocationsis“very primative,” said Suh.
“Sincewedon’t haveany kind of testing capa-
bilitieson site, we havetorely onour clinical

skillsand training.”

“Being over here and seeing the suffering of
peopleall over theworld has hel ped me open my
eyesto so much,” said Suh. “Peopleat home
take for granted thelevel of medical careand
technology we have availableto usin the states,
and the fact that anyone can see adoctor. But
herethereisashortage of doctors and nurses, so
I’m glad that we are ableto do asmall partin
helping these people.”
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Surgeon designs game to help make studying for soldier’s boardsfun

by Spc. Molly Jones helporhurtoncein
IStaff Writer frontof theboard. The
playerscandecideif
theyarereadyforthe
It sineviteble “board” atanytime,
evaryenligedsoldier howeverbeforethis
will havetofacea they must get tooneof
promotionboardif thefour cornersbefore
they everdesirealong they canbeques-
legtingcareerinthe tioned.
Army. Sometimesthe Theother
tedioustaskof sudying playersactasthe
canbelongandquite board membersand
boring, butthat task asktheplayer ques
canbemademore tionsfromtheirlists.
exciting.Capt. David Theplayer canthenbe
Law, TF1-30's promotedtoaPV2if
urgeon, hasdeviseda they sucoessfully
newversonofthe answerdltheques
Monopolygamethat tions Therulesofthe
will hepsoldiersstudy gamecanbechanged
forthepromotion tosuitthestugtion, for
boardsandhavefunat example thewinner
thesametime. canbethefirstone
Lawgrewup promotedtosergeart,
playingthefamous orif questionsare
Monopoly gameinthe answeredincorrectly,
countryof Burma, meemmmmmmm  heplayercanlosea
whereheisfrom Capt. David Law, TF Surgeon for 1-30, examines a patient in a nearby town, but in the small amount of sparetime he hasaway turnordopush-ups,
oniginally, andwasable  fromwork, he has come up with aMonopoly game to help soldiers study for the promotion boards. sddLaw.
torediteevery ruleof Thegameis
thegame, becauseheplayedsooften. boringitwaswhen| wasanenlistedsoldier intheNCOPromotionStudyguide, and flexible andisdesignedtohelpstudyingbe
“Whenlwasinmedica schodl, Itriedto  yearsagohavingtodothesamething.” He onceaplayer|landsonthat squarethey ownit  fun. Ithasbeenproven, thetinformation
comeupwithaversonof thegametohelp  understoodwhat themedicwasgoing anddlthequestionsthatgodongwithit. As  gainedinamorepositivemanner, likethe
meandmyfellowstudentstostudy,butnot  throughandwishedtherewassomewayto  inMonopoly,whenanotherplayerlandson  game, isstoredinthelong-termmemory
onlywastheretoomuchinformation,they  makethetaskfun, andherememberedhis ownedproperty, theplayer hastopay “rent,”  rather thenshort-term. Also, itismore
thought| wascrazy,” hesaid. monapoly conceptfrommedical school. wael,inthisversion,theplayerhastoansvera  useful tothesol diertoactually knowthe
Then, oneday recently, Law came Curiousif itwouldwork, heput question. informationratherthenamplymemorize
acrossoneof hismedicsstudyingforthe together agameboardand piecessmiler to Hehasa socomeupwith*chance’ theinformetionfortheshorttimebefore
promotionboardand” | rememberedhow  Monopoly. Eachsquarerepresentsasubject  cards bothgoodandbed, withthingsthetwill  they gppeer beforetheboard, saidLaw.

SAFETYGRAM

heard every
Saturday night on
103.3 Radio
Energji,locatedin
downtown Gjilan.
Theshowairsfrom
8 to midnight
L (photo and caption
. R by Soc. Molly
- s ! Jones'TFF PAQ).
\\.
But you're asking xJ
for trouble this winter.
Slow down, buekie up,
and drive with eutre asre.

Spinning
tunes...

Saff Sgt. Brandon
Cain, oneof TF 1-
30'sS3Battle
NCOs, and his
cohort, Pfc.
Francisco Valentin,
alsoofHHC, 1-30,
aretheillustrious
radio personalities
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The graveyard shift

Soldlerskeep Bondsteel open all night

by Sgt. JamieBrown
Senior Editor

It's1:30am. andthesilencehereis
louder thanwordsasad ow movingfog
blanketstheglareof themidnight sun. Thisis
wheresoldiersof thenight,armedwith
coffeeandgood humor, fighttheenemiesof
boredom, thecold night air and Circadian
rhythms.

Like7-11' sandWaffleHouse' sback
intheStates, Camp Bondstee! isopenall
night. Anditisadedicatedgroupof soldiers
who manthe postsduring what iscommonly
referredto asthe graveyard shift.”

ThesoldierswhoguardGateOneon
Bondsted, huddleinasmall guardshack
whenthey get thechance, tryingto stay
warm. Althoughthey crack jokesand drink
coffee, they realizethat their jobisjustas
importantintheweehoursof nightasit
wouldbeduringtheday.

“It' salotdower atnight,” said Pfc.
JuanHernandez, A Co. 3rd Battalion, 321st
FieldArtillery Regiment*Butyou' vegotto
beonyour toes, becauseyou’ vegotto
expect moreonat night than during theday.”

Sometimesat night, however, soldiers
havetowork harder tostay dert, fightingthe
bodies natural inclinationtodegpwhenit’'s
darkoutside.

“Thedaytimeisbusier,” said Staff Sgt.
RichardRingler, A Co.3/321FA“Itkeeps
youbusy andonyour toes. Itlowsdowna
littlebitatnight. Y ougetdeepy. That' swhy
youwalk outsideintothecold. It wakesyou
up. I drink alot of coffee.”

“Duringthedaysit’ sbusier, itkeeps
youoccupied,” said Spc. Kevin Slish, A Co.
3/321FA."“ Duringthenightsitsowsdown.
Wekeep thewatch, drink some coffeeand
jokearoundwhenwecan.”

AcrossBondsted at theTOC, itis

arenot aproblem.

“My roommatesdon’ t makeany noise,
becauseweall understandthat theother guy
couldcomeback, anddoittoyou,” said
Dolan.“It' sjustin-houserules.”

“It’ sthet ‘ berespectful’ kind of thing,”
sadRingler.

Other soldiersmight not bebothered,
evenif they had quiet-chalenged room-
mates.

“I put my earplugsin, andI’mout,”
sadMcNeilly

Anoctherthingsol diersonthethirdshift
haveto adjust toisworking when nothing
elseisgoingon, andseepingwhenitis.

“Nothingisopenduringthenight, so
doinglittlethingslikegoingtothelaundry, or
seeingamoviebecomesarather interesting
proposition,” saidDolan.

Someof thesoldierswhohaveto
guard aspot for largechunksof timesay that
workingat nightcanbebeneficia duringthe
day.

“Whenyouwork daysyou havetofit
everythingaroundwhat’ sopenandwhat’ s
closed, topick uplaundry, whatever,” said
Slish.“Whenyouwork nights, whenyouget
off duty youcandoalot of stuff youcouldn't
doif youwereworkingafternoonshift.”

Sgt. GeorgeY akop, A Co. 3/321FA,
viewsthedawningof theday asjusta
continuationof hisday, whichbeginsmany
hoursbeforethesunrises.

“Y ou' resotiredwhenyouget off of
work that all youwanttodoisget acouple
of hoursof sleep, butwe' vea sogot other
thingstodolikewhenweget off,” hesaid.
“Wegotothegym, anddosectionP.T.,or
wego downtothemotor pool and PMCS
thevehicles Theday still continues, butwe
till getagoodamount of Seepwhenweget
off”

‘ Soifitismorningtime, andyou

quietaswell. Thereisanechothataccompa-  Staff Sgt. Richard Ringler, A Co., 3/321 FA, pourshimself a cup of coffee, oneof thelate-  happentoseeatiredthird-shifter aboutto
niestheopeningandclosingof doorsthatis ~ Night worker’ sbest friends. gotobed, makesuretotell them
not usualy thereduring theday. Capt. HibMcNEeilly, 3-6 makealittlenoise.” ‘goodnight.” Or maybeyoushouldtell them* goodday.’
FA, Assistant Brigade Fire Support Officer, whoworks Butseveral soldierssaidthat noisy roommetes
from7:30p.m.to7:30am., sevendaysaweek,
haslearnedtolikeworkinglateat night.

“Right now it sredlly not that bad, because
weseemtohaveabattlerhythm,” hesaid.

“There' snottoomany peopleuphere, sowe

candowhat weneedtodo, withlittleguidance,
and makethingshappen.”

Unlikesomeof hisfellowlate-nightsoldiers, Bear sighting...
McNeilly doesn' tenlisttheaid of ahot cup of
coffeevery often. AUH-60Blackhawk
“I'monly alocated onecup of coffeea piloted by Chief 4
night,” hesaid. Afterthat | get caffienated alittle Warrant Officer 3
too much” GeorgeKelly, TFF
Sgt. 1 stClassMichael Dolan, HHC TFF, Dragon,“ Mountain
whoistheG-2NCOI Cfor hisshift, hasalso Hawks’ wasona
found somepositiveaspectstoworkinglate routinemissioninthe
nightsatthe TOC. MNB (E) sector of
“Atnightyou’ vegotalotof products, and . i
you' vegotalotof quiettogetthemdone,” he Pilos(locatedcloseto y e
said." Soit makesitrelatively easy toconcen- Strpee) recentlywhen
trate” apassenger onboard I
Oneobstadethat thesenoctumal soldiers spotted a Kosovo B { /
havetofaceisthechallengeof deepingwhenthe BrownBear making L s
sunisout, and everyoneelseisawake. Likethe hisway through the I

narrator of theR.E.M. song “ Daysleeper” who
pleads” Don'twakemeupsomuch,” these
soldiershavetowork togettheir sleep.

“It' salittlebit tougher todegpduringthe
day,” saidHernandez. “| think | getlesshoursof
deep, becauseit’ shardtoadjust. My room-
mates, someof themwork different hoursthan| i
do. Sothey comeinduringthedaytime, andthey ¢ *

snow (photoand
captionby U.S. Air
Force Staff Sgt. Tonya
Winski/7th EWS).
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Halftime: Looking forward to a mission completed

by Chaplain(Capt.) KenDunstone
TFF Chaplain

“Notthat | havealready reachedthe

goal; but | pressonto makeit my own...
| donot consider that | havemadeit my
own; but thisonething | do: forgetting
what liesbehindand strainingforwardto
what liesahead, | pressontowardthe
goal towintheprizefor which God has
calledmeheavenwardin Christ Jesus.”
Philippians3.12-14

We' renearing the peak of the
mountain. Canyoufeel it?Very soon
we' [l beginthedownhill runwhenthere
will befewer daysahead of usinthis
mission than therearebehind us. | know
plansarea ready being madefor rede-
ployment. Flightsarebeingschedul ed.
Reuniontrainingwill beginsoon, hereand

athome. | don’tknow aboutyou, butl'm

making plansfor anicevacationwith my
wifewhenwereturn! Wedon’twantto
“presson” too quickly, but | canfeel the
excitement building for thecompletion of
asuccessful mission.Oneof thecharac-
teristicfeaturesof Philippiansisthejoy
withwhichtheA postlePaul writes. |
recognizethat joy andrelishinitasl
begintolook aheadtothetrip hometo
bewith my family again. Theamazing
thingin Philippiansisthat Paul waswriting
thisletter from prison. Evenmore, he
faced apossibledeath penalty! | think
most of ushavegrumbled about onething
or another inour timehere, but | haveto

admitthatit’ sfar
fromaprison. |
tell my
soldiersevery
week that we
couldbe
deeping under the
stars

. toschool. Businessescansell
their goods. Thehomesand
:r churchesweguardremain
|I , safe. Weare peacemakers
_I:I_I_I inthetruest senseof the

,i_ danger. Childrencansafely go

word. But, weremain afew
monthsaway from comple-

(or the tion. Inmanyways, it's
haze) likelife. Evenaswestrive
and tobecomebetter hus-
edting bandsorwives, better
from fathersor mothers, to
bags. become morefaithful to
Instead, | get hot God, wehavenotyet
showers, decent reached thegoal. We
food, awarm presson,always
bed, timeto strivingtoward
exercise, phone something greeter,
calshome...not offeringour loveto
abadlifel It Godandtoone
makesme another out of the
wonderwhat lovewehave
Paul hadthat gave received.
himsuch causeto Aswe
celebrate. How move

could hecontinuewith toward the
suchdesirewhenhislife finish, Paul
held so muchreal painand also saysweneed

affering?

Notice, first, that hesayshe
hasn’treachedthegoal. Likeus, he
waslivinginthe* notyet.” Sofar,
we' vehad avery successful mission.
Therehavebeen few accidents. We
haveprotected theK osovarsfrom

to“forgetwhat lies
hind.” Haveyou ever

b e -
runor seenarelay race? Thenext
runner beginsrunning beforethebaton
ishanded off and simply holdsone
handbehind. If shelooksback for the
handoff, she' Il losetimeand theteam

may losetherace. | think of all of the
thingsinlifethat hold meback. When|
focuson my mistakes, my sins, my
imperfections, |’ mnolonger moving
forward. Thankfully, God offersus
forgivenesssothat wemightforgetthesin
inour livesandlook ahead to something
better. And, it’ salwayseasier whenthere
really issomething better awaiting us.

So, what wasthe prize Paul saw?1t
seemsclear hesaw it fromthebeginning
of theraceforit provided himthestrength
and courageto continueeventhoughthe
coursewasdifficult. Hemay havebeen
imaginingtheheavenly prizegivenasa
rewardtothosewhohavefaithfullylived
and died. Perhapshewasthinking of a
ceremony at theend of theracewhen
winnersstand onthe podium, recognized
fortheir success. | think winningtheprize
isvery muchlikewhat we' refegling right
now; thatjust aroundthecorner we' Il
board those planesto gohome.

Canyoufocusyour timeand energy
intheseremainingdaystofinishstrong
andwintheprize? Canyouforget the
painof separationandthedifficulttimes
we' vefaced,|ookingaheadinstead of
behind?If Paul couldrejoiceinprison,
I"'m surewecan continuetofind waysto
driveontotheend of our mission. Aswe
straintoreachthegoal, | pray that God
givesyou everythingyouneedin order to
experiencetruefulfillmentandjoy,inthis
lifeandinthelifetocome.

PeacekeepersChapel (North)

Sunday.
8am.,, Episcopal/Lutheran
9:30am., Roman CatholicMass
11am., Collective Protestant
12:30 p.m., Gospel Service

Monday
7p.m., Women'sand Single Soldiers’ Bible
studies

Tuesday
7p.m., CatholicRCIA

Wednesday
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass
6:30 p.m., Prayer Service
7p.m., Bible Studies

Thursday
7p.m.,ChoirRehearsal (Gospel)

Friday
12p.m.,MuslimPrayer Service
7p.m., Gospel Joy Night Service

Saturday
6:30 p.m., Stay Faithful Marriage Bible
Study

CBS Worship Service

South Chapel

Sunday
8am., Roman CatholicMass
9:30am,, Collective Protestant
11am., LDSService
4p.m., Gospel Service

Monday.
7p.m., Collective Protestant
Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday.
12 p.m., Roman CatholicMass

Wed
7p.m., BibleStudy

Thursday
7p.m., BibleStudy

Friday
8p.m., Jewish
Saturday

11am., Seventh Day Adventist Service
7p.m.,ChoirRehearsal (Gospel)

CMT Worship Service

Sunday.
9-10:30am., General Protestant Service
11am.-1p.m., Gospe Service
1:30-2:30p.m., LDSWorship
7-8p.m., CatholicMass

Monday
7p.m., Chapel MovieNight w/ Discussion

Tuesday
7-9p.m., Gospel Worship Practice

Wednesday
6:30- 7:30p.m., Gospel Worship Practice
7:30- 9p.m., Bible Study

Thur:
6-7p.m., General Protestant Practice
7-8p.m., General Protestant Bible Study
8-9p.m., Genera Protestant Worship

Friday
12-1p.m., Mudim Servicein Annex
7-8:30p.m.

Saturday.
11am.-12p.m., Seventh Day Adventist
Worship

Sector Worship

Protestant
Satur
2p.m., Debelde
4p.m., BinacChurch

Sunday
CampMagrath, 10am.
Zintinje Church, 11:30am.
Klokot, 2 p.m.
Mogila, 3:30p.m.
Vrbovac Church, 4:30p.m.
Vrbovac, 7p.m.

Latter Day Saints
Sunday
CampMagrath, 2p.m.

Roman Catholic
Monday
Klokot, 2 p.m.
Vrbovac,4p.m.
CampMeagrath, 7 p.m.

Other Activities
Sunday,
MovieNight- 11 p.m.

Tuesday
BibleStudy, 8p.m.

(KOSOVSKA KAMENCIA continued from page 1)

Afterdrivingthroughtownthey
received acall toescort acoupletotheir
doctor.

“Themanhad arecently had aheart
atack andwaan'tfedingwell,” Raynes
said.

Afterwaitingat thedoctor’ soffice,

Thenext afternoonapatrol from
the66thM PsandtheK PSwentout.
They patrolledthesouthernendof this
town, not expecting to find much.

Tensionstill hangsover the
town, daysaftertheMarkovic' sdeath. It
istheMP sjobtodefusethetension.

norma,” hesaidbeforedrivingback to
theStationat hispatrol’ sconclusion.
Whilepatrolling Kamenicais
nothingunusud fortheMPS, patrolling
withCivPol andK PSofficersisunusual.
Forthefirsttime,MPsandCivilian
Police, and K osovo Police Service

planned for awhile,” said Capt. Sarah
Draper, 66thMPCo. Commander.“The
Jan. 6incident proved tobetheimpetusthat
startedthe”joint” patrols,” shesaid.
“Sofarthey’ reworkingrealy well.
They allow usto expand our areaof
coverageandsaturation.”

theyfollowedthecouplehomeandreturned  Taylorfeltthatitwasaready happening.  patrol together here.
back tothestation. “1think thingsarereturningto “Patrolslikethisonehavebeen
17 Jan 02.p65 15 8/14/2002, 12:48 PM



Page16

January 20,2002

9,4,3,2,1,0...

TroopsringintheNew Year with fun on Camp Bondstedl

Soldierscelebrate the end of 2001, and the beginning of 2002 at the South Town gymon New Year’ seve. Party goersenjoyed entertainment, music, prize drawings, and plenty of near-

beer.
by Sgt. JamieBrown
Senior Editor

What doyou get whenyoumix near- beer, martial
arts, hip-hopmusic, psycheddicglow-in-the-dark
necklaces, linedancingandaroompackedfull of sol-
diers?It'sNew Y ear’ seveat CampBondstee . MWR
sponsoredaNew Y ear’ sEveparty hereat the
SouthTowngym, andvariety andfunweretheingredients.

“Wewantedtoensurethat all KFOR sol diersand
civilianswould havetheopportunity tohaveactivitiesand
eventstocelebrateNew Year's,” said RichardW.
Plummer, aretired U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class, and MWR
Recrestion Specidist. “Wea sowanted our customersto
feel appreciated, welcome, andsimply weareherefor
them.”

After decidingtothrow aparty, Plummer wantedto
insurethat it would beascloseto aparty back homeasit
couldbe.

“| decidedwiththeapproval of my chainof com-
mand, toput onataent exhibition, withvariety music,
New Y ear’ scountdown, prizedrawings, costumes,
balloon megamania, near-beer, near-wine, and near-
champagne,” saidPlummer.

Andaparty wouldn't becompletewithout music.
Soldiersdanced away tothelast momentsof 2001 as
Spc. August Jover, HHC TFF, spunthesoundtrack tothe
festivities. Jover saidhewashappy toget achancetohelp
bringthepartytolife.

“1knew Mr. Plummer, andwegotintoadiscussion
aboutmusiconeday,” said Jover.“ Hesaidthat heneeded
somevolunteers, andheasked meif I’ dbewillingtoplay.
ActuallytheNew Y ear’ sEveparty wasthesecond event
that | degjayedfor him, thefirst onewasthe 16th, the
beachparty. Heliked theway theway themusicwas
playedandthey askedmeif | coulddoNew Y ear' sEve.
| wasecstatic. | wasexcited. | said“ Sure.”

Jover saidthat hewantedtocontributetothevariety

of theparty by playing aneclecticmix of music.

“| playedacombination of my CDsand other
people’ sCDs,” hesaid.“ | wasblessedtohaveacouple
of goodfriends, becausethiswassupposedtobea
variety party. | wantedtoplay sometechno, aswell as
somehousemusic, aswell asRandB andrap.”

Themus cwassuccessful ingetting soldierstoget
outof their chairsand onthedancefloor accordingto
Jover.

“A coupleof peoplerecognized meandthey said,
‘youdidagoodjob,” said Jover.“ | looked out there, and
sawwhat kindof crowdwasdancing. Honestly, | just got
lucky. All thesongsthat | like, itjust sohappensevery-
body elseendeduplikingthemtoo.”

Thediscjockey, however, wasnot theonly soldier
who helpedwiththeparty accordingto Plummer.

“Mostsoldiersexpressedthat thiswas
anoutstandingideaand many volunteeredto
helpwiththesetup and break down,” said
Plummer.“All thesoldiersandcivilianswanted
something specia for New Y ear' s, and agreed
thatthiseventwill morethanlikely bevery
successful sincesol dierswouldhaveadirect
chancetoparticipateinseveral activities.
Everyonehad theopportunity todanceasthis
wasadvertised and encouraged between
performances. After theparty, theresponse
wasoverwhelmingly that it wasatop suc-
cess”

Oneof thereasonsfor theparty’s
successwasthevariety. Therewerenine
separatetal ent performances, rangingfromline
dancing, singinggroups, dectricgroupdiding,
ingtrumental saccompaniedwithsingingand
martia arts. Drawingswerea soheldfor
prizesincludingt-shirts, hatsand wood carving
sets. About 300glow lightsweregivenoutvia
arandomtoss. About 75 prepaidtelephone

cardswerealso givenout onarandombasis.

Soldiersenthusiastically counteddownthefinal
secondsof theyear and 2002wasgreeted by therel ease
of hundredsof balloonsfromnettinghighabovethe
crowd. Soldierscontinuedtoparty intotheNew Y ear,
until theparty concludedwiththecrowdsingingthe
Nationa Anthem. Severa soldiersagreedthat theparty
wasagoodway togreet 2002.

“Itwasn't quiteasgoodasringinginthemillennium
inLondon, butit’ sthebest wecando hereandwe're
havingagoodtime,” said Spc. Francisco Quinones, B
Co.,27thEn.Bn.

“New Y ear’ swithouta cohol wasdefinitely differ-
ent,” said Spc. Marimon Maskell, Task ForceMed
FalconV.“Anditwasan experienceseeingaNew
Y ear’ sEveparty whereeveryonecarried their wegpons,
butitwasalotof fun.”

————]
Discjockey extraordinaire Soc. August Jover pumpsup the crowd.

17 Jan 02.p65 16

8/14/2002, 12:48 PM






